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BIRTHDAY  RECEPTION 

Held  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  Friday,  December 
11th,  1903,  in  honor  of 

President  John  R.  Winder 

On  the  Eighty-second  Anniversary’ 
of  His  Birth. 

The  following  is  a full  account  of  the  pro- 
gram rendered  on  the  occasion : 

At  3 p.  m.  Elder  W.  W.  Riter,  who  acted  as 
chairman,  announced  the  opening  hymn,  “Zion 
Stands  with  Hills  Surrounded,”  which  was  sung 
by  the  Temple  Choir. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Elder  Adolph  Mad- 

son. 

The  choir  sang,  “There  is  sunshine  in  my 
soul.” 

CHAIRMAN  W.  W.  RITER. 

It  falls  to  my  duty  to  make  a few  opening 
remarks  on  this  occasion.  I do  not  intend  that 
they  shall  be  lengthy.  We  have  met  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  such  a tribute  to  a beloved  broth- 
er and  co-worker  as  may  be  the  offspring  of  our 
hearts. 

It  is  now  a little  over  ten  years  since  this 
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temple  was  opened,  and  Brother  Winder,  in 
whose  honor  we  have  met  today,  was  then  the 
First  Assistant  to  the  President  of  the  Temple, 
which  position  he  has  ever  since  held.  I believe 
I can  say,  and  say  truly,  for  myself  and  for  all 
my  co-workers,  and  for  the  many  thousands  who 
have  received  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  in  this 
house,  that  from  him,  at  least,  there  has  never 
come  one  word  that  would  give  anyone  the  least 
offense,  or  that  would  wound  the  most  ten- 
der heart.  Our  associations  with  him  have 
been  of  the  most  tender,  friendly  and  am- 
icable character.  He  has  never  assumed  any 
dictatorial  manners,  but  always  has  been 
one  of  us  and  one  with  us,  with  a uniform 
kindness,  never  allowing  himself  to  be  disturbed, 
always  with  a word  of  kindness  to  those  who  sur- 
rounded him,  and  dispensing  that  light  of  spirit 
and  geniality  of  soul  which  is  native  with  him. 
I am  sure  there  is  not  one  of  us  but  will  hold 
in  most  grateful  remembrance  the  associations  we 
have  had  with  him  during  the  past  nearly  eleven 
years. 

Personally,  I may  say  that  perhaps  I have 
known  Brother  Winder  as  long  as  anyone  in  the 
house.  I was  a fellow-soldier  with  him  in  the 
troubles  through  which  we  passed  in  1857.  I 
was  then  but  a boy,  along  with  other  boys;  and 
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his  attitude  towards  us  then,  in  the  rougher  as- 
pects of  life,  was  kind  and  gentle  and  consider- 
ate, the  same  as  it  has  been  with  those  who  have 
worked  in  this  temple  under  the  more  sacred 
conditions  of  life. 

Brother  Winder  (the  speaker  here  addressed 
him  personally),  allow  me  to  say  for  myself — 
and  I know  I say  it  for  all  those  who  are  pres- 
ent here,  and  I know  I say  it  for  all  Israel — you 
have  a warm  place  in  our  hearts.  We  love  you. 
I do  not  say  this  out  of  any  lip  service.  I believe 
you  know  me  well  enough  that  I would  not  do 
that;  but  I say  it  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 
And  I can  only  add  the  prayer  that  wells  up  in  my 
soul  at  this  time:  God  the  eternal  Father,  bless 
him  and  his  forever.  I ask  it  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  F.  SMITH. 

If  I were  able  and  should  give  way  to  the 
full  expression  of  my  own  feelings,  I would  re- 
peat that  which  has  already  been  spoken  by 
Brother  Riter.  I suppose  that  I myself  have 
been  associated  more  or  less  with  President  Win- 
der about  the  same  length  of  time  as  Brother 
Riter  has  been;  and,  like  Brother  Riter,  I was 
one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  memorable  Echo  Can- 
yon war,  in  the  winter  of  1857-8,  in  which,  of 
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course,  Colonel  Winder  figured  very  prominent- 
ly as  an  officer  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion.  I have 
also  been  associated  very  closely  with  President 
Winder  in  the  government  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
being  a member  of  the  City  Council  a number  of 
terms  while  he,  too,  was  a member;  also  asso- 
ciated with  the  City  Council  for  a term  of  years 
while  he  held  his  office  as  Assessor  and  Collector 
of  Salt  Lake  County.  Then  we  have  been  more 
or  less  associated  while  he  was  in  the  Bishopric 
and  I in  the  Presidency  of  the  Church;  and  in 
later  years  more  intimately  associated.  During 
all  these  years  I have  ever  regarded  President 
Winder  as  an  example  to  me  and  to  all  mankind. 
Being  a much  older  man  than  myself,  in  the  days 
of  my  boyhood  I came  to  regard  him  as  a su- 
perior man,  a man  of  intelligence,  a man  of  un- 
questioned integrity,  a man  of  meekness  and  hu- 
mility, of  gentleness  of  character,  mildness  of 
word  and  speech,  always  kind,  always  affable, 
always  considerate  of  others,  and  in  every  way 
fitted  for  every  position  in  which  I have  ever 
seen  him  called  to  act. 

President  Winder  (here  the  speaker  ad- 
dressed him  personally),  it  is  a matter  of  con- 
gratulation to  us  all  that  we  are  permitted  by 
the  mercy  and  favor  of  our  Father  to  assemble 
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i*ere  today  in  this  sacred  building,  to  do  honor  to 
you  on  this  the  eighty-second  anniversary  of  your 
birth. 

If  any  man  in  Israel  prays  today  for  the 
preservation  of  the  life  and  for  the  prolongation 
of  the  years  of  President  Winder,  it  is  myself. 
I would  love  to  be  permitted  to  live,  and  to  have 
him  live  as  long  as  I do,  if  it  were  possible,  be- 
cause I think  we  could  get  along  nicely,  congeni- 
ally, happily  and  unitedly  together  in  the  call- 
ings unto  which  the  Lord  has  called  us,  just  as 
long  as  He  may  see  fit  to  spare  our  lives  to  oc- 
cupy these  positions. 

I might  say  the  same  of  President  Lund,  and 
I could  say  the  same  of  the  rest  of  my  brethren 
here.  I think  I may  say,  brethren  and  sisters, 
and  that  without  any  reservation  or  without  even 
the  shadow  of  a suspicion  to  the  contrary,  that 
there  never  was  a time  since  I have  been  asso- 
ciated prominently  with  the  leaders  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
when  the  Presidency  of  the  Church  and  the 
Twelve  Apostles  were  more  united  and  more 
harmonious  in  their  feelings  and  sentiments  than 
they  are  today. 

If  there  are  any  differences,  they  are  of  such 
a minor  character  that  I have  not  noticed  them 
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myself,  and  I dare  say  there  is  not  a member  of 
these  councils  that  has  noticed  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Now,  it  is  good  to  say  this.  Can  we  say 
this  of  all  the  Church?  Can  we  say  it  of  all  the 
people  that  work  in  the  temples  of  God,  perform- 
ing sacred  ordinances  in  the  house  of  the  Lord? 
Are  they  united  more  today  than  ever  before? 
Do  they  see  eye  to  eye  today  more  clearly  than 
they  ever  did  before?  Are  they  of  one  heart 
and  of  one  mind  today  more  than  ever  before? 
If  this  be  so,  then  we  are  growing,  advancing, 
and  drawing  nearer  to  the  Lord  and  nearer  to 
the  standard  that  every  man  and  woman  ought 
to  reach  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  that 
devolve  upon  them  as  members  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  espe- 
cially as  workers  in  the  house  of  God. 

I congratulate  you  who  are  engaged  in  tem- 
ple work  here,  in  that  you  have  President  Winder 
with  you  to  preside  over  you,  to  direct  your  ef- 
forts and  your  labors ; and  I pray  you  to  sus- 
tain him  by  your  faith  and  prayers,  by  your 
example,  and  by  giving  willing  obedience  and 
adherence  to  the  counsels  and  suggestions  that 
come  from  him  to  you  from  day  to  day.  Ob- 
serve those  principles  that  will  result  in  that 
perfect  union  which  can  only  come  to  the  chil- 
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dren  of  men  when  they  are  moved  by  the  influ- 
ence and  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

I need  not  prolong  remarks  here.  I am 
grateful  for  this  occasion — for  the  privilege  that 
we  have  of  showing  respect  to  one  of  our  num- 
ber who  has  been  faithful  all  his  days.  He  never 
has  been  on  the  background.  He  never  has  made 
any  grievous  mistakes  that  stand  out  for  us  to 
look  at.  We  cannot  find  them.  Oh!  how  much 
better  it  is  for  men  and  women  to  live  so  that  no 
man  can  point  a finger  at  a mistake  they  have 
made  or  a blemish  in  their  characters.  We  may 
rejoice  when  we  see  men  who  err  repent  of  their 
error  and  turn  to  that  which  is  right.  I say  we 
may  rejoice  exceedingly  in  that.  But  I rejoice 
more  in  seeing  men  and  women  who  do  not  fall 
into  error,  and  therefore  do  not  have  to  repent 
and  retrace  their  steps.  I had  rather  see  a man 
or  a woman  that  always  went  straight,  that  al- 
ways was  reliable,  upright  and  true  in  every  cir- 
cumstance and  at  all  times.  I believe  such  men 
and  women  are  more  acceptable  to  God  than 
those  that  trifle  from  time  to  time  with  the 
standard  of  perfection  which  God  has  set  for  us 
in  His  Only  Begotten  Son,  who  wander  into  by 
and  forbidden  paths,  and  then,  seeing  their  folly, 
repent  of  it.  I am  thankful  when  they  do  re- 
pent; but  I am  more  pleased  and  grateful  in 
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my  heart  when  I know  that  men  have  lived  all 
their  lives  and  never  have  had  a necessity  to  turn 
back  from  wrongdoing,  but  have  kept  on  and  on, 
upward  and  upward,  getting  better  and  greater, 
getting  more  knowledge  and  more  faith  day  by 
day  and  year  by  year.  I may  have  made  mis- 
takes, but  I think  there  is  one  thing  in  which  I 
have  not  yet  erred  very  much,  and  that  is,  my  faith 
in  and  my  understanding  of  the  divine  mission 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and  of  Joseph 
Smith,  who,  under  God,  laid  the  foundation  of 
this  great  latter-day  work.  In  these  things  a 
man  should  never  waver,  but  should  always  be 
steadfast  and  firm ; for  they  lie  at  the  foundation 
of  our  hope  of  everlasting  life.  If  we  go  wrong 
in  these  things,  or  there  is  anything  out  of  gear  in 
us  in  that  connection,  we  are  at  sea,  without  com- 
pass and  without  rudder.  For,  let  me  testify 
to  you  here  today  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God;  and  Joseph  Smith  is,  was,  and  ever 
will  be  a Prophet  of  the  living  God,  and  the  in- 
strument chosen  of  the  Lord  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great  latter-day  work,  that  shall 
never  cease  nor  be  given  to  another  people,  but 
shall  continue  (for  it  is  God’s  work)  until  His 
purposes  are  accomplished  in  the  world  and  His 
will  shall  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven. 

Now,  I say,  Brother  Winder,  God  bless  you, 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH  OP  JESUS  CHRIS 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

I We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal  Father, 
son  Jeans  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  fo 
sins,  and  not  for  Adam’s  transgression. 

3.  We  believe  that  through  the  atonemen 
all  mankind  MAY  BE  SAVED  by  obedience 
and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and 
of  the  Gospel  are : First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  J 
second,  Repentance ; third,  Baptism  by  im 
the  remission  of  sins;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  B ‘ 
Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

5 We  believe  that  a man  must  be  called 
“prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands.”  1 
are  in  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  ai 
’he  ordinances  thereof 

0 We  believe  in  the  same  organization  thi 
the  primitive  church— namely,  Apostles,  Pr 
tors,  Teachers,  Evangelists,  etc 

7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  propl 
tion,  visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongi 

8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  Word  ol 
as  it  is  translated  correctly  ; we  also  believe 
Mormon  to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9 We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed, 
does  now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  wii 
many  great  and  important  things  pertaining  * 
•lorn  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  1 
the  restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes ; that  Zion  j 
upon  this  (the  American)  continent;  that 
reign  personally  upon  the  earth  and  that  tl  ■ 
be  renewed  and  receive  its  paradisical  glory 

II  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  A / 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  cons  . 
allow  all  men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  > 
where,  or  what  they  may 

12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings 

rulers  and  magistrates;  in  obeying,  honor 
taining  the  law  ! ,1 

13.  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste  ' 
virtuous  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ; ind 
say  that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul, 
all  things,  we  hope  all  things.”  We  have  ei 
things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  endure  al 
there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or  of  go< 


praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these  t'  ‘ 
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multiply  your  years,  and  continue  to  you  all  your 
mental  and  physical  powers  as  strong,  active  and 
bright  as  they  are  today,  and  more  so,  until  you 
shall  be  satisfied  with  your  mission  and  work,  and 
God  shall  be  satisfied,  too,  and  you  can  then  lay 
down  the  harness  and  return  to  the  Father,  from 
whence  you  came,  in  honor  and  in  glory. 

This  is  my  prayer  for  Brother  Winder.  It 
is  my  prayer  also  for  each  of  us,  and  for  you,  one 
and  all,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

“Bright  Angels  on  the  Wing”  was  sung  by 
Sisters  Owen  and  Winder  and  Brothers  H.  M. 
Smith  and  C.  J.  Thomas. 


BISHOP  GEORGE  H.  TAYLOR 


(in  behalf  of  the  temple  workers.) 

There  is  not  time  for  all  the  brethren  and 
^sisters  who  work  in  the  temple  to  speak,  so  the  lot 
has  fallen  to  me  to  express  their  feelings.  I am 
always  willing  to  represent  myself,  but  when  I 
'ome  to  represent  others,  I am  always  afraid  that 
f will  not  be  able  to  do  them  justice. 

I want  to  say  to  President  Winder  that  the 
>ody  of  workers  here,  male  and  female,  are  a unit 
n their  feelings  in  relation  to  him.  They  honor 
urn  in  his  position ; they  venerate  him  for  his 
,ge,  and  they  love  him  for  himself.  He  is  al- 
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ways  kind  and  considerate  of  our  feelings.  He 
gives  unto  us  all  counsel  whenever  we  ask  it. 
There  is  not  one  in  this  temple  can  go  to  Brother 
Winder  and  ask  a question  but  what  he  is  wdling 
to  answer  it.  We  love  him  for  his  cheerful  and 
joyful  disposition.  He  is  one  with  us.  There  is 
no  tyranny  or  anything  of  that  kind  existing  in 
the  temple.  It  is  sunshine  here  all  the  day.  The 
spirit  of  love  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
that  work  here.  I do  not  know  of  a dissenting 
feeling  existing  in  the  heart  of  anyone  working 
in  this  temple.  I feel  that  they  are  all  united, 
and  especially  upon  Brother  Winder.  We  love  to 
see  him  come.  We  love  him  for  the  example  he 
has  set  us.  In  the  six  years  that  I have  been 
here  I cannot  recall  a day  when  Brother  Winder 
did  not  sit  in  his  chair  in  the  Annex  when  the 
finger  pointed  to  nine  o’clock,  and  that  regard- 
less of  the  weather — thus  setting,  I consider,  a 
shining  example  to  those  of  us  who  sometimes 
have  to  stand  outside  waiting  for  the  close  of 
the  meeting,  which  I have  done,  I am  sorry  to 
say,  several  times. 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith  sprung  upon  this 
people  one  of  the  greatest  surprises  they  ever  had, 
I think,  when  he  mentioned  Brother  Winder  and 
Brother  Lund  as  his  counselors ; but  it  was  met 
with  the  heartiest  response  of  anything,  I think, 
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that  was  ever  presented  to  this  people.  The  peo- 
ple felt  it  was  the  voice  of  God.  Vox  Dei,  Vox 
Populi — the  voice  of  God  was  the  voice  of  the 
people ; and  the  Spirit  of  God  bore  testimony  to 
everyone  with  whom  I spoke  that  it  was  indeed 
the  voice  of  God,  and  they  were  the  right  men 
in  the  right  place.  When  we  as  a body  sit  around 
Brother  Winder  every  morning,  the  thought  often 
occurs  to  my  mind : what  a privilege,  what  an 
honor  to  sit  nearly  every  day  of  our  lives  with  a 
man  whom  God  has  chosen  to  be  the  right  hand 
man  to  His  chosen  servant  upon  the  earth ! When 
I think  of  it  it  almost  takes  my  breath  away,  for 
fear  it  was  too  good  to  be  true.  We  honor  these 
men,  and  we  rejoice  with  them.  Our  hearts  are 
filled  with  love  and  gratitude  for  them  all  the  day 
long. 

I have  known  Brother  Winder  personally  a 
great  many  years.  I have  not  probably  been  as 
intimate  with  him  as  some  have,  but  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Ward  in  which  I live.  I know  the 
military  part  of  the  Church  tried  to  make  a sol- 
dier of  him ; he  made  a fine  looking  man  on  horse- 
back; but  the  Church  triumphant  took  hold  of 
Brother  Winder  and  made  him  a Bishop’s  Coun- 
selor. He  magnified  that  calling,  and  it  was  only 
a little  while  before  it  was  “Come  up  higher.” 
That  has  been  his  course  all  along,  until  he  has 
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reached  the  position  which  he  occupies  today.  I 
have  only  one  fault  to  find  with  Brother  Winder 
— I think  he  should  have  stayed  in  the  Fourteenth 
Ward;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Lord  called  him,  of 
course  I have  to  forgive  him  for  that. 

The  brethren  who  have  spoken  have  ex- 
pressed my  feelings  and  views  exactly,  and  I 
do  not  want  to  do  more  than  my  share  of  the 
talking. 

Now,  Brother  Winder,  in  behalf  of  these 
my  brethren  and  sisters  here,  I wish  to  say  that 
their  hearts  are  united  and  are  filled  with  the 
best  wishes  for  you,  for  your  long  life  upon  the 
earth,  that  you  may  live  the  full  measure  of  your 
days,  until  you  are  satisfied  with  life,  and  until 
Father  says,  “Come  up  higher.”  When  that  call 
comes,  then,  of  course,  we  are  all  willing  to  give 
way;  and  we  will  all  come  along,  one  after  the 
other,  only  I hope  we  will  all  get  to  labor  in 
the  same  good  work  that  Brother  Winder  will 
labor  in  when  he  gets  to  the  other  side.  This 
is  our  prayer,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 

PRESIDENT  ANTHON  H.  LUND. 

This  is  a very  pleasant  occasion  to  see  these 
people  here  and  to  know  why  we  are  here — to 
solemnize  the  birthday  of  our  beloved  Brother 
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Winder.  I have  not  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  Brother  Winder  for  a very  long  time ; yet  it 
seems  to  me  I have  always  known  him.  I have 
known  him  for  the  work  he  has  been  doing  in  the 
Church  in  his  positions.  But  since  I have  been 
more  intimately  associated  with  him  in  the  quor- 
um of  the  First  Presidency,  I have  learned,  like 
you  have,  to  love  him.  He  is  indeed  like  a 
cheering  ray  of  sunshine  when  he  comes  into 
the  office  after  he  has  left  you  here  in  the  tem- 
ple. He  works  hard,  and  sits  with  us  till  late  at 
night.  We  often  wish  that  we  could  let  him  go 
a little  earlier,  for  he  ought  to  have  more  rest; 
but  questions  come  up,  and  he  is  as  interested  in 
them  as  any  of  us,  and  desires  to  do  his  share  of 
the  work. 

The  loving  words  of  Brother  Riter,  Presi- 
dent Smith  and  Brother  Taylor  express,  Brother 
Winder,  my  sentiments  to  you. 

I am  pleased  to  see  the  devotion  you  all  feel 
towards  Brother  Winder.  You  have  a lovely 
work  in  this  house  of  God,  to  come  here  and 
labor  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  for  the  help 
of  the  living  as  well.  I do  not  know  any  place 
where  a person  feels  so  much  inspired  as  when 
he  comes  within  the  walls  of  a temple.  One  feels 
there  that  he  is  indeed  in  the  house  of  his  Fath- 
er. The  Spirit  of  God  is  present  in  these  labors. 
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I have  often  said,  and  I know  it  is  true,  that  any- 
one who  comes  here  to  do  work,  and  does  it  sin- 
cerely, cannot  go  away  without  having  a testi- 
mony that  he  has  indeed  been  engaged  in  the 
work  of  God.  A little  while  and  I suppose  all, 
young  and  old,  will  go  beyond  the  veil.  We  will 
then  think  back  on  these  times.  We  have  been 
blessed,  brethren  and  sisters,  and  great  promises 
have  been  pronounced  upon  us.  They  will  be 
ours  if  we  keep  our  covenants.  Then,  if  we  meet 
Brother  Winder,  he  will  hold  the  place,  and  you, 
brethren  and  sisters,  will  hold  the  places  to  which 
you  have  been  anointed.  John  Rex  Winder  will 
be,  as  his  name,  Rex,  means,  a king  and  a priest 
of  God  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father.  And  I 
hope  we  shall  have  many  reunions  there;  that 
we  shall  rejoice  there  in  what  we  have  done  here 
upon  the  earth,  and  that  we  shall  never  feel  that 
we  have  forfeited  the  great  object  the  Lord  had 
in  view  when  He  placed  us  upon  the  earth.  I hope 
we  shall  meet  there,  and  have  the  privilege  to  as- 
sociate together  and  rejoice  that  we  have  had  j 
share  with  our  Elder  Brother  in  the  work  ol) 
salvation.  God  bless  you  all.  Amen. 

ELDER  JOHN  HENRY  SMITH. 

(in  behalf  of  the  twelve  apostles.) 

I do  not  know  that  I can  quite  find  the  word 
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to  express  my  feelings  upon  this  occasion.  I can 
scarcely  remember  when  I did  not  know  Presi- 
dent Winder.  It  seems  to  me  that  I have  known 
him  ever  since  I can  remember;  but  I guess  that 
could  scarcely  be  the  case,  for  during  quite  a por- 
tion of  my  life  I was  not  a resident  of  this  city, 
and  was  not  as  intimate,  possibly,  with  a great 
many  characters  that  figured  here  as  some  others 
have  been.  However,  I am  certainly  pleased  with 
the  privilege  of  being  here  upon  this  occasion, 
and  in  paying  my  respects,  in  connection  with  my 
associates,  to  Brother  Winder,  who  has  reached 
this  wonderful  age.  When  we  take  into  consider- 
ation the  length  of  time  that  the  great  body  of 
our  Father’s  children  live,  his  is  a wonderful 
age ; and  when  we  remember  his  activity  and  de- 
votion to  that  which  brought  him  to  this  part  of 
the  world,  we  count  him  among  the  strong  and 
the  capable  that  have  assisted  in  the  upbuilding 
and  development  of  our  great  commonwealth. 
He  has  been  placed  in  some  of  the  most  delicate 
situations  or  positions  that  usually  fall  to  the  lot 
of  men.  For  many  years  he  was  our  Assessor 
and  Collector  in  this  part  of  the  Lord’s  vineyard, 
and  a man  must  possess  rare  tact  who  is  able  to 
discharge  that  obligation  without  arousing  antag- 
onisms of  a bitter  sort  in  the  breasts  of  many  of 
dis  fellowmen.  He  has  figured  also  in  a political 
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sense  in  our  communities,  and  has  been  enabled  to 
pass  through  that  species  of  fire  which  few  men 
succeed  in  doing  without  being  singed.  I might 
name  a great  many  things  that  have  occurred  in 
the  fulfillment  of  the  variety  of  duties  that  fall 
to  the  lot  of  man  in  the  uplifting  and  upbuild- 
ing of  communities ; but  in  all  the  stations  and 
conditions  that  President  Winder  has  been  called 
to  act  in,  so  far  as  I have  any  knowledge — and 
it  has  been  my  lot  to  have  had  part  with  him  in 
the  political  way  and  in  the  official  way,  as  well 
as  in  the  performance  of  duties  in  connection 
with  the  ministerial  work  of  the  Church,  and  I 
feel  that  my  own  experience  with  President 
Winder  is  but  the  experience  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  that  they  have  ever 
found  him  to  be  capable,  devoted,  fearless,  if 
necessary  to  display  fearlessness,  considerate  and 
kind,  and  ready  always  with  his  views  when  nec- 
essary upon  any  question  affecting  the  interest 
or  well-being  of  the  people. 

In  behalf  of  my  associates  of  the  Council  of 
Apostles,  I believe  I can  say  for  every  one  of 
them,  that  his  selection  was  a pleasure  to  us,  and 
that  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office 
to  which  he  was  called,  I believe  the  results  of 
our  experience  have  been  that  we  fully  and  heart- 
ily not  only  endorsed  his  selection  in  the  com- 
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mencement,  but  our  experience  now  verifies  the 
wisdom  of  that  selection  in  calling  him  to  act  in 
the  exalted  station  where  he  today  is  acting. 
Words  of  mine  cannot  add  to  or  take  from  the 
work  of  President  John  R.  Winder.  He  lives,  I 
believe,  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  Latter-day  Saints. 
There  may  be  some  sections  of  our  country  where 
the  people  have  not  been  thrown  as  intimately 
with  him  as  we  have  here ; but  it  is  said  that  a 
prophet  is  not  without  honor,  save  in  his  own 
country ; and  when  the  people  of  his  own  section 
can  commend  the  life  and  work  of  such  a char- 
acter as  President  Winder  and  have  pleasure  in 
association  and  companionship  with  him,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  the  spirit  that  is  engendered  in 
the  breasts  of  these  intimate  acquaintances  does 
extend  and  spread  and  reach  the  hearts  of  all 
who  come  under  his  supervision  and  care,  and 
who  with  us  will  entertain  the  highest  possible 
regard  and  respect  for  him. 

President  Winder  (addressing  him  person- 
ally), I feel  to  say  to  you,  You  have  my  faith, 
my  support,  my  confidence,  and  that  of  all  my 
associates,  so  far  as  I know.  I have  never  heard 
a word  fall  from  the  lips  of  one  of  them  that  has 
not  been  in  commendation  of  your  life  work.  It 
is  our  wish  and  prayer  that  God  shall  continue 
to  endow  you  with  wisdom  and  skill  and  that  nec- 
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essary  health  and  strength  to  fulfill  the  great  du- 
ties that  are  yours  as  a Counselor  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Their 
prayers  go  up  in  your  behalf  morning  and  even- 
ing, and  during  all  their  ministry  and  labor,  that 
the  Lord  shall  give  you  that  strength  and  forti- 
tude that  your  life  may  be  indeed  as  pleasurable 
and  as  satisfactory  in  the  future  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past  in  the  development  and  spread  of  the 
work.  And  while  I speak  thus  in  regard  to  you, 
I believe  the  same  spirit  and  feeling  abides  in  our 
breasts  toward  our  chief  and  his  other  counselor. 
We  feel  to  lend  you  all  the  aid  and  support  that 
lie  in  our  power  in  fulfillment  of  the  great  du- 
ties that  are  yours.  This  body  of  men  are  ready 
at  any  time  and  under  any  condition  to  fulfill  any 
obligation  or  requirement  that  comes  to  them  in 
connection  with  this  work  and  its  spread  in  the 
world,  whether  to  remain  at  home  or  to  go 
abroad,  whether  to  minister  in  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  the  Stakes  of  Zion  or  to  act  in  the  ful- 
fillment of  any  part  that  may  be  required  at  their 
hands. 

That  the  Lord  may  bless  you  and  continue 
you  in  your  ministry  until  you  shall  be  satisfied 
with  life,  and  that  when  the  call  may  come  from 
the  Master  above  you  may  be  in  a condition  to 
walk  into  His  presence  and  receive  the  approval 
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of  they  who  have  gone  before  and  your  Father 
that  sent  you  here  to  minister  in  the  world,  is 
my  prayer  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 

ELDER  SEYMOUR  B.  YOUNG. 

(in  behalf  of  first  seven  presidents  of 
SEVENTIES.) 

I deem  it  a high  honor  to  be  permitted  to 
say  a few  words  today  in  token  of  respect  of  our 
honored  guest,  President  John  R.  Winder.  I 
would  like  to  read  a verse  or  two  from  the  110th 
Section  of  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants : 

“After  this  vision  closed,  the  heavens  were 
again  opened  unto  us,  and  Moses  appeared  be- 
fore us,  and  committed  unto  us  the  keys  of  the 
gathering  of  Israel  from  the  four  parts  of  the 
earth,  and  the  leading  of  the  ten  tribes  from  the 
land  of  the  north. 

“After  this,  Elias  appeared,  and  committed 
the  dispensation  of  the  gospel  of  Abraham,  say- 
ing, that  in  us,  and  our  seed,  all  generations  after 
us  should  be  blessed. 

“After  this  vision  had  closed,  another  great 
and  glorious  vision  burst  upon  us,  for  Elijah  the 
prophet,  who  was*taken  to  heaven  without  tasting 
death,  stood  before  us,  and  said: 

“Behold,  the  time  has  fully  come,  which  was 
spoken  of  by  the  mouth  of  Malachi,  testifying 
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that  he  (Elijah)  should  be  sent  before  the  great 
and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  come, 

“To  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the 
children,  and  the  children  to  the  fathers,  lest  the 
whole  earth  be  smitten  with  a curse.” 

This  is  in  number  the  sixth  temple  that  has 
been  erected  by  the  untiring  labor  and  efforts  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  Within  a year  or  so  of 
its  completion  there  was  a desire  expressed  by 
the  leading  brethren  of  the  Church  that  this  holy 
edifice  should  be  completed  and  ready  for  dedica- 
tion on  the  sixth  day  of  April,  1893,  and  a united 
vote  was  taken  by  the  conference  assembled  that 
this  should  be  done.  The  guest  of  today — John 
Rex  Winder— was  appointed  by  the  Presidency 
of  the  Church  and  by  the  united  wish  of  the  entire 
Latter-day  Saints,  to  be  the  superintendent  of  this 
great  work.  And  it  was  a work  of  great  magni- 
tude, let  me  tell  you ; for  it  was  said  by  the  arch- 
itects and  by  men  of  experience  in  building 
great  edifices  that  the  work  required  to  finish 
this  structure  could  not  possibly  be  done  in  the 
time  set;  but  John  R.  Winder  said,  It  can  be  ac- 
complished, and  it  shall  be  accomplished.  Many 
times  I visited  the  temple  during  the  completion 
of  this  great  work,  and  I have  always  found  Pres- 
ident Winder  echoing  that  statement  again  and 
again.  Sometimes  when  the  work  would  hitch 
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through  some  mistake  of  the  workmen,  or 
through  the  lack  of  seasoned  lumber,  or  some 
other  material,  and  someone  would  say  that  that 
would  detain  the  work  so  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  finish  it  in  time,  President  Winder 
would  always  say,  This  must  not  occur  again ; 
there  must  be  no  lack  of  material  or  labor.  I 
heard  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  say  with  pleas- 
ure at  the  dedication  of  this  house,  that  to  no  oth- 
er person  could  there  be  more  praise  and  credit 
attached  than  to  John  R.  Winder,  for  his  faith 
and  indomitable  will  in  pressing  forward  this 
work,  and  always  maintaining  that  it  should  be 
accomplished  in  the  time  set. 

I rejoice,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  to  bear 
this  testimony  in  honor  of  President  John  R. 
Winder.  His  labors  in  the  temple  have  been 
blessed  always,  as  you  have  heard  today.  I know 
of  a blessing  that  came  to  him  from  the  Lord 
after  he  began  his  faithful  labors  in  this  holy 
house.  A wife  was  provided  for  him,  by  the  di- 
rect inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  him 
to  choose  one  of  the  faithful  workers,  a fair 
daughter  of  Zion.  And  this  was  one  of  the  re- 
wards of  his  faithful  ministration.  I rejoice  to- 
day in  knowing  that  this  blessing  came  to  Broth- 
er Winder,  and  that  other  blessings  have  fallen 
to  his  lot  all  the  way  along  his  useful  life;  for 
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since  I knew  him,  some  fifty  years  ago,  he  has 
been  devoted  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, and  which  he  has  devoted  his  life’s  ser- 
vice to.  In  the  work  of  the  militia  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah  I have  often  been  associated  with 
President  Winder.  He  was  my  superior  officer 
always,  and  I have  often  heard  him  speak  to  the 
brethren  under  his  care  as  soldiers,  and  he  al- 
ways addressed  us  in  that  gentle,  loving  way — 
“My  brethren,  this  will  be  best  for  us  to  do,”  or 
“My  brethren,  come,  let  us  do  this.”  Never  any 
harsh  statements — always  “My  brethren.”  I con- 
sidered this  a token  of  his  loving  heart,  evidenc- 
ing that  he  was  in  fellowship  with  his  brethren, 
although  their  superior  officer,  and  that  he  had 
no  pride  lifting  him  above  them. 

In  behalf  of  the  quorum  that  I represent, 
Brother  Winder,  I tender  to  you  our  unfeigned 
love  and  allegiance,  and  to  President  Smith  and 
all  the  First  Presidency,  in  which  Brother  Win- 
der is  so  honorably  associated.  I say  that  our 
quorum  is  always  ready  for  any  call  that  may  be 
made.  We  are  united  in  our  love  and  our  faith 
and  prayers  for  the  sustaining  of  these  our  breth- 
ren, the  First  Presidency  and  the  Twelve,  and  all 
of  you  faithful  workers  in  this  holy  house  and 
in  the  Church  and  Kingdom  of  God.  We  desire 
to  further  its  progress  and  to  help  in  this  great 
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ministry  to  the  utmost  of  our  strength  and  abil- 
ity. We  pray  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  that 
Brother  Winder  may  be  spared  for  many,  many 
years  to  come,  and  we  know  that  he  will  live  a 
thousand  years  yet;  for  it  has  been  proclaimed 
that  the  faithful  workers,  the  Latter-day  Saints 
who  are  faithful  to  the  trust  committed  unto 
them,  shall  live  and  reign  a thousand  years  with 
our  Lord  and  Savior  upon  the  earth ; and  that  we 
may  be  associated  with  President  Winder  and 
these  beloved  brethren  hereafter  as  we  have  been 
here  in  this  great  work,  I desire  and  ask  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Solo  and  Chorus,  “The  End  of  the  Way,” 
by  Sister  Owen  and  the  Choir. 

BISHOP  GEORGE  ROMNEY. 
(presentation  address.) 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  in  behalf  of  the  tem- 
ple workers,  to  make  the  presentation  speech  to 
President  Winder  this  afternoon.  I feel  highly 
honored  in  having  this  privilege,  for  I have 
known  President  Winder  for  the  last  fifty  years. 
It  is  fifty  years  this  fall  since  he  first  came  into 
the  valley,  and  we  were  close  neighbors.  From 
that  time  to  this  I have  been  personally  acquaint- 
ed with  him,  and  I can  reiterate  the  words  and 
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sentiments  that  have  been  expressed  this  after- 
noon by  the  preceding  speakers  in  behalf  of  the 
temple  workers  and  myself.  One  great  reason 
for  the  love  that  exists  between  the  brethren  and 
sisters  and  President  Winder  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, that  he  is  the  same  today  as  he  was  fifty 
years  ago.  In  the  progress  that  has  been  made, 
in  the  positions  he  has  occupied,  the  humility 
he  has  manifested  is  what  has  produced  the  great 
love  that  now  exists  and  makes  him  tower  high 
above  many  of  his  brethren.  President  Winder, 
in  the  first  place,  was  a lay  member.  After  that 
he  became  a Bishop’s  Counselor  in  the  Fourteenth 
Ward.  After  that  he  was  a member  of  the  High 
Council  of  this  Stake  of  Zion.  After  that  he  was 
a counselor  to  Bishop  William  B.  Preston.  He 
has  occupied  various  positions,  until  he  has  at- 
tained to  this  high  and  exalted  position  that  he 
occupies  today.  There  are  quite  a number  of 
temple  workers  here  today  that  have  worked 
here  ten  years  and  a half  with  him,  and  we  have 
learned  to  reverence  and  respect  that  man.  I 
have  never  seen  any  change  in  him.  When  the 
word  came  that  afternoon,  Brother  Riter  and  I 
were  sitting  in  the  sealing  room,  and  I never  saw 
a man  so  taken  back  and  surprised;  but  I never 
saw  a man  occupy  a position  like  this  that  he  now 
occupies  and  be  as  humble.  He  certainly  has  fob 


JOHN  R.  WINDER. 


29 


lowed  his  prototype,  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  filled 
with  humility  from  the  day  of  His  birth  to  the 
day  of  His  death.  To  me  this  is  one  of  the  great- 
est characteristics  of  President  John  R.  Winder, 
He  is  a man  of  God.  He  is  a man  that  does  not 
feel  above  his  fellowman.  He  has  always  been 
kind  to  us,  and  I know  the  love  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  brethren  and  sisters  who 
work  in  this  temple.  We  do  love  him.  We  do 
not  say  this  for  the  mere  purpose  of  speaking,  but 
it  comes  from  our  heart  of  hearts.  And  we  can 
say  unto  Brother  John  R.  Winder : God  Almighty 
bless  you.  I have  felt  many  a time  since  he  has 
been  appointed  to  the  First  Presidency,  I would  to 
God  that  President  John  R.  Winder  could  live  to 
be  the  counselor  of  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  as 
long  as  I live.  This  is  the  great  desire  of  my 
heart.  I would  like  to  see  him  occupy  that  posi- 
tion, because  I know  his  humility,  his  honesty,  his 
integrity,  and  his  love  for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
He  does  not  feel  above  us,  my  brethren  and  sis- 
ters ; he  is  one  with  us.  Jesus  said  that  he  who 
would  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
must  be  the  servant  of  all.  That  is  true.  It  is 
upon  that  principle  that  a father  or  mother  deals 
with  their  family.  When  they  have  a sick  child, 
the  mother  watches  over  that  child  all  night  long, 
land  her  soul  is  interested  in  it  continually.  So  it 
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is  with  President  Winder.  Thank  God,  he  is  the 
second  man  in  the  Church  of  Christ  today  upon 
the  earth,  yet  he  feels  that  he  is  dependent  upon 
God  for  all  his  blessings. 

President  Winder  (addressing  him  personal- 
ly), the  committee  that  have  been  appointed  to 
secure  something  suitable  to  present  to  you  upon 
this  occasion,  have  tried  to  get  something  that 
would  be  most  appropriate  for  you;  and  after 
concluding  that  an  autograph  album  would  be  ^ 
the  best  thing  that  could  be  given  unto  you,  they 
could  not  find  one  in  the  city,  but  they  have  sent 
east,  and  they  are  going  to  get  as  nice  a one  as 
they  can,  in  which  we  intend  to  inscribe  the  names 
of  all  the  workers  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tempie  that 
have  worked  with  you  from  the  commencement 
in  May,  1893,  and  also  an  account  of  the  service 
held  here  this  afternoon.  Trusting  that  you  may 
appreciate  this  as  coming  from  your  loving 
friends  and  fellow-laborers  in  the  temple  of  our 
God,  and  trusting  that  when  you  shall  be  laid 
away  in  the  silent  tomb,  your  children,  in  perus- 
ing this  book,  may  find  it  an  incentive  to  them 
that  in  seeing  the  love  and  good  feelings  mam- 1 
fested  to  you  from  those  who  associated  witfi 
you  for  years  in  the  house  of  God  they  may  b( 
stimulated  to  follow  in  your  footsteps,  so  tha 
they  may  occupy  positions  in  the  Church  of  God 
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and  that  your  name  may  never  be  forgotten 
i amongst  the  Saints  of  God,  we  make  this  presen- 
tation to  you.  The  album  has  not  reached  here 
yet,  but  you  will  receive  it  as  soon  as  it  comes. 
And  our  prayer  is,  President  Winder,  that  the 
i peace  of  God  may  rest  upon  you  forevermore. 
Amen. 

PRESIDENT  JOHN  R.  WINDER. 

I think  it  is  said  somewhere,  “Man,  know 
thyself.”  After  what  I have  heard  today,  I do 
i not  believe  that  I know  myself.  This  meeting, 
i I might  say,  is  not  altogether  a surprise  to  me. 
t The  magnitude  of  it,  however,  is  a surprise  to  me. 
t Day  before  yesterday,  Brother  Nicholson,  know- 
e ing,  I think,  my  objection  to  what  are  called  sur- 
prise parties,  came  and  told  me  that  the  brethren 
g ind  sisters  who  work  in  the  temple  desired  to  get 
rtogether  this  afternoon  for  a short  time  to  com- 
djnemorate  my  birthday.  I told  him  I would  have 
o enter  a protest  against  it.  He  said  I could  not 
i,io  that  because  the  preparations  were  already 
i-nade.  The  thought  that  came  to  my  mind  par- 
ticularly was  this : Here,  all  around  me,  are 

brethren  and  sisters  that  have  been  working  in 
at  he  temple  from  the  beginning,  just  as  faithful  as 
d;hey  could  be,  just  as  much  interested  as  I have 
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been,  and  why  should  I be  singled  out  from  you 
all  for  this  distinction  and  honor.  You  all  have 
birthday  anniversaries  once  a year.  In  my  feel- 
ings I am  always  a little  opposed  to  distinctions 
among  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

Now,  I do  not  want  you  to  think  that  I can- 
not appreciate  your  kindness  and  generosity.  I 
do  really  appreciate  your  presence  here  today  and 
what  you  have  done  and  said.  I think  I can  ap- 
preciate all  of  this.  But  the  question  in  my  mind 
was,  Why  should  I be  singled  out  for  this  dis- 
tinction ? 

(President  Smith  remarked:  We  are  not  all 
as  “young”  as  you,  Brother  Winder.) 

Well,  my  being  the  “youngest”  may  be  the 
reason  for  it. 

Brethren  and  Sisters,  I woke  up  about  three 
o’clock  this  morning,  as  I most  always  do,  and  I 
generally  lay  awake  till  I get  up,  and  I have  time  I 
to  think  of  many  things.  This  morning,  when  I s 
awoke,  after  rendering  thanksgiving  and  grati-  p 
tude  to  my  heavenly  Father  for  His  kind  and  p 
protecting  care  over  me  that  far  through  the  lc 
night,  in  the  language  of  the  hymn,  I began  to 1 hi 
count  my  blessings  o’er.  I thought  I would  be-  ft 
gin  as  far  back  in  my  life  as  I could  well  remem-  in 
ber,  and  I turned  back  to  when  I was  a poor  lit-  t, 
tie  boy.  I was  sent  out  into  the  fields  to  keep  the  be 
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birds  off  the  grain,  and  it  was  a very  lonely  spot, 
surrounded  with  woods.  (I  might  say  that  this 
was  a little  more  than  seventy  years  ago.)  Be- 
ing entirely  alone,  I was  somewhat  fearful,  and  I 
remember  that  I was  impressed  to  kneel  down  in 
)the  brush  and  pray  to  the  Lord  that  His  angels 
might  watch  over  and  protect  me  from  harm.  I 
i remember  now  just  as  well  as  I see  your  faces, 
that  that  was  the  end  of  my  fear.  I also  think 
that  that  was  the  beginning  of  my  success  in  life. 
Although  that  spot  is  many  thousand  miles  dis- 
tant, and  it  is  more  than  seventy  years  ago,  I 
:ould  walk  straight  to  that  very  spot  where  I 
knelt  down,  and  where  I received  that  blessing. 
[ have  often  thought  of  that  incident,  particu- 
larly when  I first  heard  the  Gospel.  The  manner 
n which  the  Gospel  came  to  me  was  somewhat 
singular.  I was  in  a store  one  day,  and  a person 
lad  torn  up  a letter  into  very  small  fragments 
md  thrown  it  on  the  floor.  I was  impressed  to 
Dick  up  a small  piece  of  it,  and  on  that  piece  of 
Daper  were  the  two  words,  “Latter-day  Saint.”  I 
ooked  at  it  and  wondered  what  it  meant.  I never 
lad  heard  of  Latter-day  Saints,  or  Mormons,  or 
oseph  Smith,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  I was 
mpressed  to  take  it  over  and  ask  the  man  who 
vas  in  the  desk  what  it  meant.  He  happened  to 
>e  a Latter-day  Saint,  and  he  went  on  and  told 
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me  what  it  meant  and  where  these  people  were 
meeting  in  Liverpool,  and  I attended  their  meet- 
ings. It  would  take  too  long  for  me  to  go  on  in 
this  strain,  but  I will  just  touch  a few  points  of 
my  life.  I obeyed  the  Gospel,  and  I began  to 
prepare  for  moving  to  the  gathering  place.  As 
soon  as  I could  conveniently  I came  here.  Sev- 
eral times  I have  been  snatched,  as  it  were,  from  i 
death  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord.  I know  this  as 
well  as  I stand  here.  Some  incidents  that  have 
occurred  in  my  life  I remember  with  pleasure. 
Some  of  them  have  been  mentioned  here  today. 

I remember,  as  has  been  mentioned,  when  I was 
called  to  assist  my  brethren  in  completing  this 
house.  I never  had  a doubt  in  my  mind  but  it 
would  be  accomplished.  It  never  entered  my 
mind  that  it  could  not  be  accomplished.  I remem- 
ber one  occasion.  I had  heard  that  some  of  the 
brethren  at  work  here  had  said  it  could  not  be 
done;  so  I called  them  together  in  that  room 
There  were  250  men.  I was  standing  in  there  talk- 
ing  to  them  and  telling  them  that  if  there  was  i; 
man  among  them  that  felt  this  work  could  not  b( 
accomplished,  let  him  please  get  his  pay  and  go  t< 
work  somewhere  else.  I did  not  know  that  Pres 
ident  Woodruff  was  in  the  house,  but  it  appear 
that  he  stood  right  behind  a curtain  that  was  up 
there,  and  heard  what  I said,  and  throwing  asid ; 
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the  curtain  he  said,  “That’s  right;  the  work  has 
got  to  be  done,  and  if  there  is  anybody  here  that 
thinks  it  can’t  be  done,  let  him  leave.”  I need  not 
enter  into  detail,  but  the  greatest  surprise  of  all, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  was  one  day  in  this 
house,  President  Smith  sent  for  me.  I went  up- 
stairs, and  he  took  me  into  a room  and  sat  down 
on  the  sofa.  He  said,  “Brother  Winder,  are  you 
J willing  to  act  as  my  counselor  ?”  What  could  I 

isay,  brethren  ? To  think  that  one  that  had  sprung 
from  the  source  I had,  without  any  education 
| (for  when  I was  old  enough  I had  to  toil  for  my 
vown  living),  slow  of  speech,  feeling  as  though  I 
could  pass  through  the  floor  whenever  I am  called 
bpon  to  speak  to  the  people — was  it  possible  that 
President  Smith  could  choose  me  for  his  counsel- 
or under  these  circumstances?  Don’t  you  think, 
'brethren  and  sisters,  that  I know  how  to  appre- 
ciate these  things  ? I think  I do. 

I fear  sometimes  that  my  impetuosity — if 
that  is  the  proper  word — in  answering  some  of 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  may  have  given  offense. 
[ fear  sometimes  that  in  my  impetuosity  in  speak- 
ing to  my  President  I may  even  give  him  offense. 
■\'[  try,  however,  to  school  my  feelings,  as  the  hymn 
says,  and  my  acts,  to  the  extent  that  I possibly 
an. 

And  now  for  the  temple  workers  who  have 
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spoken  so  kindly  of  me,  what  can  I say  for  you, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  one  and  all?  Never  an 
unkind  word  during  all  these  years  from  one  of 
you.  Never  the  first  objection  to  do  anything  you 
were  asked  to  do— a doorkeeper  or  the  highest 
position  in  the  house.  And  when  I think  of  strong  j 
minds  and  brethren  and  sisters  of  will  power  to 
be  as  submissive  as  you  are,  it  almost  astonishes 
me  sometimes.  I do  not  believe  it  can  be  found 
anywhere  else  on  earth,  unless  it  may  be  in  some 
of  the  other  temples.  Every  brother  and  every 
sister,  they  only  need  to  have  one  word,  and  they  j 
go  and  do  it. 

Now,  may  Heaven’s  blessings  continue  to 
attend  us.  May  we  be  humble  and  faithful.  Nev-  j 
er  forget  our  allegiance  and  what  we  owe  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  His  goodness  and  kindness 
towards  us.  Never  feel,  because  we  have  the  hon- 
or and  the  pleasure  of  being  called  to  work  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  that  we  are  any  better 
than  thousands  of  our  brethren  and  sisters  who 
are  not  permitted  to  enjoy  this  privilege;  but  let 
us  always  feel  that  we  will  be  willing  and  obedi- 
ent to  do  everything,  no  matter  what  it  is,  that1 
we  are  called  upon  to  do  by  the  servants  of  the 
Lord.  If  we  will  do  this,  my  brethren  and  sis- 
ters, we  will  then  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  prom- 
ises that  have  been  made  to  us,  not  only  here  to- 
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day,  but  in  the  past  by  President  Woodruff,  Pres- 
ident Cannon,  President  Snow,  all  the  years  that 
he  was  with  us  here.  We  all  had  these  glorious 
promises  made  to  us,  but  it  was  always  on  one 
condition — if  you  prove  faithful  unto  the  end. 
Brethren  and  sisters,  may  we  prove  faithful  un- 
to the  end,  is  my  prayer  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
Amen. 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  B.  PRESTON. 

I have  been  delighted  in  meeting  with  you 
here  on  this  occasion  and  hearing  the  many  re- 
marks of  the  brethren  complimentary  to  Presi- 
dent Winder.  I can  bear  testimony  to  them  my- 
self, especially  the  remarks  of  President  Smith, 
and  I do  not  know  how  I could  say  more  in  a few 
words,  because  I know  the  time  is  fast  passing 
on.  I congratulate  President  Winder,  for  myself 
and  in  behalf  of  my  counselors,  and  can  assure 
him  that  with  the  Presidency  of  the  Church  we 
are  one  in  assisting  to  roll  on  the  great  latter-day 
work.  I will  emphasize  one  or  two  items.  At 
no  time  in  my  history  in  the  Church  has  the 
Church  been  so  united  from  head  to  foot  in  all 
their  labors  in  assisting  to  roll  on  this  great  lat- 
ter-day work.  In  this  I rejoice  heartily  with  you 
and  with  all. 
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That  God  may  bless  Brother  Winder,  that 
he  may  live  on  the  earth  as  long  as  life  shall  be 
desirable  unto  him — as  long  as  the  Lord  will  have 
him  to  stay  with  us — is  my  humble  prayer  and 
wish  for  him,  and  the  wish  of  my  co-laborers  as 
well,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

PRESIDENT  ANGUS  M.  CANNON. 

(in  behalf  of  the  presidency  of  the  salt 

LAKE  STAKE.) 

I knew  nothing  of  being  on  the  program  till 
I entered  the  temple  this  afternoon.  I became 
acquainted  with  Brother  Winder  intimately  when 
he  lay  on  his  sheepskin  in  the  President’s  Office, 
watching  over  the  life  and  to  preserve  the  liberty 
of  the  late  President  Brigham  Young.  I was  as- 
sociated with  him  there  for  a great  length  of  time. 
In  this  humble  position  I learned  to  love  him  and 
esteem  him  for  his  valor,  his  integrity,  and  his 
persistence  in  maintaining  the  right.  I was  fa- 
miliar with  him  as  a Bishop’s  Counselor  in  the 
Fourteenth  Ward,  where  I lived,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  filled  that  calling  and  sustained  the 
hands  of  the  Bishop.  I then  labored  in  connection 
with  him  in  the  High  Council,  and  I always  ap- 
preciated his  judgment,  for  I considered  it  always 
sound.  He  then  became  the  Presiding  Bishop’s 
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Counselor,  and  was  afterwards  sustained  as  First 
Counselor  to  the  President  of  this  temple.  In  at- 
taining to  the  position  of  First  Counselor  to  Pres- 
ident Smith,  the  second  position  in  the  Church  of 
God,  I rejoiced  greatly. 

In  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  Presidency  of 
the  Salt  Lake  Stake  of  Zion,  where  Brother  Win- 
der has  ministered,  and  we  have  been  close  ob- 
servers of  his  course  in  life,  I can  testify  that  I 
never  knew  him  to  slip  a cog  in  any  position  that 
he  ever  filled.  As  I have  always  loved  and  tried 
to  appreciate  everyone  who  ever  sought  to  main- 
tain the  rule  of  God  in  the  earth  and  to  make  the 
offering  that  Jesus  made  of  His  life  available  for 
the  salvation  of  the  honest  in  heart,  I have  loved 
him  because  of  his  integrity,  his  unswerving  in- 
tegrity in  maintaining  the  right,  and  his  anxiety 
to  have  everything  go  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
and  the  salvation  of  His  people,  to  promote  union, 
fellowship  and  love  in  the  lives  of  the  Saints. 
This  has  been  the  observation  that  I have  made 
of  president  Winder;  and  when  he  attained  the 
position  of  First  Counselor  to  President  Smith, 
whom  I have  known  from  the  time  we  were  small 
children  together,  and  whose  integrity  and  faith- 
fulness I know,  I felt  to  congratulate  President 
Winder  upon  being  chosen  by  him  to  be  his  coun- 
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selor,  for  I knew  he  was  inspired  of  the  Lord.  I 
congratulated  the  Lord  in  having  such  a man  as- 
sociated with  His  people  as  a leader,  and  I con- 
gratulate President  Smith  in  having  Brother  John 
R.  Winder  as  a counselor,  and  Brother  Lund 
also.  In  behalf  of  the  Presidency  of  the  Stake,  I 
say  that  while  President  Winder  is  associated 
with  President  Smith  as  a counselor  in  the  First 
Presidency  of  the  Church,  we  never  have  feared 
that  he  will  not  express  his  sentiments  honestly 
when  challenged  regarding  the  interests  of  this 
people  in  the  fellowship  of  God;  for  he  is  out- 
spoken and  faithful  in  speaking  the  words  that 
emanate  from  his  heart  actuated  of  God. 

That  his  life  may  be  continued  unto  him ; 
that  his  ministry  may  be  available  to  us  over 
whom  he  is  called  to  preside;  that  he  may  con- 
tinue to  live  to  be  not  only  a counselor  to  Pres- 
ident Smith  and  associated  with  President  Lund, 
but  that  the  people  of  God  may  continue  to  be 
benefited  and  blessed  by  his  ministrations,  and 
that  we  may  be  worthy  of  him  to  continue  to  pre- 
side over  us,  to  carry  out  the  counsels  which  shall 
be  given  by  the  First  Presidency  of  this  Church, 
in  all  purity  of  heart,  is  the  humble  prayer  and 
desire  of  your  servant  through  Christ  Jesus. 
Amen. 
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BATHSHEBA  W.  B.  SMITH. 

(in  behalf  of  the  sisters  of  the  temple.) 

I am  very  happy  to  be  here  this  afternoon.  I 
have  enjoyed  every  word  that  has  been  said. 
There  has  not  been  one  word  too  much  said  about 
Brother  Winder  to  please  me.  I never  like  to 
hear  a sermon  preached  without  the  Prophet  Jos- 
eph Smith  is  spoken  of  and  the  great  work  that 
the  Lord  brought  forth  through  him  is  mentioned. 
And  I like  to  hear  a good  word  said  for  President 
Smith  and  his  counselors,  and  their  labors.  I be- 
lieve the  sisters  in  the  temple  love  them  dearly  and 
try  to  carry  out  their  wishes.  Sometimes  I have 
known  of  one  or  two  getting  their  back  up  a little, 
thinking  they  knew  more  than  most  anybody  else ; 
but  as  a general  thing  they  are  very  good  and  lov- 
ing. They  are  very  kind  to  me  in  many  ways, 
and  I love  the  whole  of  them,  and  I cannot  be  bet- 
ter pleased  than  to  be  associated  with  these,  my 
sisters.  I was  acquainted  with  Sister  Winder,  and 
enjoyed  her  society.  She  was  a noble,  blessed 
woman.  I am  acquainted  with  the  present  Sister 
Winder,  and  I love  her  dearly.  I have  never  seen 
the  least  thing  but  what  is  good  and  true  in  her. 
Sometimes  I think  I am  not  polished  myself  and 
do  not  say  everything  so  nice  and  good,  maybe,  as 
I ought  to ; but  I try  to  be  faithful  to  my  calling 
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and  to  my  work  in  this  house.  I do  not  let  any- 
thing scarcely  hinder  me  from  being  on  hand, 
punctual  to  my  duties.  I told  my  husband  on  his 
deathbed  that  I felt  I could  not  live  if  he  left  us, 
and  he  said  he  wanted  me  to  live  a long  while  and 
work  in  the  temple  and  testify  of  Joseph  the 
Prophet.  I have  tried  to  do  that  faithfully.  I 
know  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a true  prophet  of 
God,  and  I could  not  bear  to  hear  the  least  thing 
said  against  him  in  any  respect;  for  I know  the 
Lord  loved  him  and  upheld  him,  but  I think  many 
of  his  brethren  did  not  appreciate  him.  I hope 
Brother  Joseph  F.’s  friends  and  brethren  will  be 
truer  to  him  than  the  Prophet’s  were  to  him,  and 
I believe  they  will  be.  I think  they  have  learned 
to  be  truer.  The  Prophet  said  that  many  times 
they  went  out  and  talked  for  their  own  doctrine 
what  he  had  taught  them,  and  they  did  not  give 
the  Lord  any  credit.  I think  we  all  ought  to  be 
very  humble.  I want  to  be,  for  one,  and  to  thank 
the  Lord  for  all  my  blessings,  for  they  have  been 
many.  I thank  the  Lord  for  His  blessings  to- 
wards Brother  Winder  and  his  bretheren,  and 
to  the  Church  at  large.  I pray  the  Lord  to  bless 
us  all  and  keep  us  in  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and 
never  let  us  go  astray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
Amen. 


up: 
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Bishop  Orson  F.  Whitney  read  the  follow- 
ing original  poem,  composed  for  the  occasion: 

There’s  a name  writ  oft — a name  writ  large 
In  the  book  of  human  life. 

What  name,  than  this,  more  in  glory’s  charge, 
Or  more  with  merit  rife? 

John  the  Beloved — ’twas  the  name  he  bore 
Who  wrote  as  the  Spirit  spake; 

And  John,  that  other,  who  went  before 
And  bled  for  the  Master’s  sake. 

The  name  of  Wycliffe,  “the  morning  star;” 

Of  Calvin,  and  Knox,  and  Huss; 

Of  Milton  divine,  whose  fame  from  afar 
Has  descended  unto  us. 

The  name  of  many  a sapient  sage 
In  science,  letters  and  art; 

Warriors  and  statesmen  in  every  age — 

Giants  in  mind  and  in  heart. 

Till  chosen  of  God  and  honored  of  man, 

That  radiant  name  appears, 

Now  shining  down  from  the  snowy  van 
Of  two  and  eighty  years, 
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Silvering  the  brow  of  a son  of  God — 

A man  of  war  and  of  peace, 

Who  fought  for  the  right;  then  plowed  and 
sowed, 

And  hath  reaped  the  rich  increase. 

A pillar  he  in  God’s  temple  now, 

No  more  to  go  out  for  aye ; 

And  to  him  the  gathered  hundreds  bow 
On  this  glad  natal  day. 

Next  to  the  Prophet,  our  chief  in  charge, 

Victor  in  peace  as  in  strife; 

John  Rex  Winder — a name  writ  large 
In  the  Lamb’s  great  Book  of  Life. 

The  Choir  sang,  “Only  Remembered.” 

On  motion  of  President  Smith,  a vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  the  committee  for  their  la- 
bors in  arranging  the  reception,  to  the  Choir  for 
their  delightful  music,  and  to  Bishop  Whitney 
for  his  eloquent  poetic  contribution. 

The  benediction  was  then  pronounced  by 
Bishop  Elijah  F.  Sheets. 


JOHN  R.  WINDER. 
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President  John  R.  Winder ; 

Dear  Brother — The  undersigned,  your  co- 
workers in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  take  great 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  this  book  as  an  ex- 
pression of  love  and  esteem  and  appreciation  of 
your  many  virtues. 


William  W.  Riter 
Bathsheba  W.  Smith 
Edna  L.  Smith 
Duncan  M.  McAllister 
Melissa  J.  Davis 


Margaret  P.  W.  Young 
Myra  Y.  Rossiter 
Jens  Jensen 
Lydia  A.  Wells 
Maria  Burnham  Winder 


Brigham  Morris  Young  John  Nicholson 


Elizabeth  O.  Decker 
Geo.  Hamilton  Taylor 
Priscilla  P.  Jennings 
Joseph  F.  Simmons 
Alexander  Burt 
William  W.  Salmon 
Edna  May  Davis 


Emma  Smith  Woodruff 
Mary  A.  B.  Freeze 
Joseph  Christensen 
Charles  J.  Thomas 
John  Olson 
Margaret  E.  S.  Hull 
Wilford  Woodruff,  Jr. 


Phoebe  Woodruff  Snow  Elizabeth  Claridge  McCune 


Mary  P.  S.  Horne 
Elizabeth  L.  Webb 
Andrew  Smith 
Joseph  Warburton 
Mary  A.  C.  Lambert 
Caroline  R.  Smoot 
John  C.  Cutler 


Anna  N.  H.  Neve 
Louisa  Anderson 
Charles  G.  Shill 
Anna  D.  Watson 
Annie  Taylor  Hyde 
Mary  E.  W.  Musser 
Susan  E.  W.  Smith 
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Arthur  F.  Barnes  Esther  T.  Cannon  Richards 

Lycurgus  A.  Wilson  John  W.  Woolley 
Emma  O.  S.  Salmon  Phoebe  Y.  Beatie 
Henry  F.  McCune  Lottie  Owen 
James  Sharp 

Arthur  Winter  took  this  stenographic  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings. 
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